
Master of Science in Sustainable Development



Master Sustainable Development: Vision and Philosophy

 A research driven educational programme, mindful of ethics, gender and 
diversity, that prepares the sustainability leaders of the future.

 Main objective: to train students to become the agents of change that will 
imagine, trigger and build the sustainability transition of the twenty-first 
century.

 Focus: a programme reflecting on and addressing the sustainability needs of the 
Global South, but from a multi-scalar perspective that connects southern and 
northern challenges and transformations.

 Distinctive strength: its interdisciplinary character bridging societal and 
ecological sustainability challenges.

 A programme that not only navigates sustainability from an interdisciplinarity
perspective but also transits towards transdisciplinarity efforts with societal and 
policy impact. 



Content and structure: 
a core programme and two tracks of specialization

 Common core: involves building up and integration of fundamental expertise on 
sustainable development, including theory, methodology and practical applications in 
both ecology and social science. It comprises: 

 Academic levelling training

 Courses covering different sustainability aspects

 Individual research portfolio

 Fieldtrip

 Internship and thesis 

 Workshop on sustainable development in practice.

 Space & Society track: focuses on the societal component of sustainability transition, 
including social, economic, political and cultural dimensions. 

 Ecology track: focuses on both the conservation of biodiversity and the sustainable use 
of biodiversity, at all organizational levels (genes, species, and ecosystems). 



Sustainable Development Living Lab

 Space of dialogue and co-learning 
between different agents and institutions 
involved in the creation, implementation, 
governance and assessment of SD. 

 A transdisciplinary methodology that 
connects students, staff from universities 
and partner institutions, but also 
practitioners and policy-makers, NGOs, 
representatives of the private sector, 
among others. 

Phongolo floodplain wetlands

Ndumo Game Reserve

 Goal of the MA: to bridge sustainability 
and development and to engage with 
real world settings, localities and their 
communities



Examples of opportunities brought by the Master Programme

 12 scholarships per year during a five-year period to be distributed among 
31 countries: 

 Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, DR Congo, Ethiopia, Guinea, 
Kenya, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zimbabwe

 Asia: Cambodia, Indonesia, Palestinian Territories, Philippines, Vietnam

 Latin America: Bolivia, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Nicaragua, Peru

 New partnerships and opportunities for collaboration between Belgium and 
partner countries (i.e. visiting professorship opportunities; hopefully new 
research opportunities/projects)

 For more information contact: luc.brendonck@kuleuven.be, 
olivier.honnay@kuleuven.be
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